
Once again, we are awed by how fast the time has gone by. We have
only 3 weeks left in the Fall Semester! The next three weeks are
packed with activities, games, concerts, etc. so please keep an eye
out for all the details. The last day of the semester is Friday, Dec.
22 which will be an Early Release Day! School will resume on
Monday, January 8. With the holidays coming and the winter break
almost upon us, we want to take a moment to wish all of our
Jaguar families a Very Happy Holiday Season and a Wonderful
Winter Break!

We would like to congratulate our 2023/24 Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Fargo! Mrs. Fargo teaches
both 6th grade Social Studies and Choir at Richardson. Anyone that knows Mrs. Fargo knows that
she is very deserving of this honor!

We would also like to congratulate our 2023/24 Employee Support Personnel of the Year, Ms. Alma
Guzman! Ms. Guzman is our school secretary and provides support to so many people on a daily
basis!



We are very proud of both of them, and wish them good luck at they continue on to compete for
EPISD Teacher of the Year and Support Personnel of the Year!

EPISD is upgrading HVAC systems at many campuses over the next few months. Richardson MS is
fortunate to be the recipient of some of these upgrades. The great news is that EPISD will be
converting both our cafeteria and our GYM to refrigerated air! In order for these upgrades to
happen in a timely manner, they will start very soon. This means that both our Cafeteria and Gym
will be closing in the near future. Our cafeteria is scheduled to close on December 23. This means
that beginning in January 2024, we will not have use of our cafeteria. We have created a plan for
ensuring that all of our students are served a meal, and have adequate seating for lunch. On days
when the weather is amenable, we will have outdoor seating available for students. When we have
inclement weather, we will make use of our library and main hallways for seating. Our Gym is
scheduled to close in February 2024. This closure will have the biggest impact on the PE classes,
and we are working on alternate plans.

We have scheduled parent meetings this week to review these changes. Please join us on
Wednesday, Dec. 6 at 5:00 p.m. or Friday, Dec. 8 at 9:30 a.m. to hear more about our plans.



The Impact Aid survey will begin on November 7th and will be available online until November 30th.
You will receive an email from EPISD with your personalized link, please check your spam folder if
you do not have it in your inbox. If you do not receive this email, you can access a survey link
through your parent portal on or after November 7, 2023. The steps to complete the survey through
parent portal are as follows:
Log into your parent portal
Select Student, if you have more than one student, you will need to select one student at a time to
complete the survey for each student.
Click on student tools
Click on student profile
Click on Click here for survey
Complete information and submit
Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us at 915-236-6650, ask for Mrs.
Nicholson or Mrs. James and we will be happy to help.



Impact Aid_BEFM_Information_11.03.2023.pdf

Download
500.1 KB

Check out some of our December activities. We are adding things all the time, so don't forget to
read your weekly updates as well.

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/65480b83029a495a72fb4379


Science Night Activities

Spanish Spelling Bee

PTO Meeting

Parent Meeting Winter Dance

Choir Concert

Holiday Spirit Week Holiday Concert Schedule



Early Release

Special Education

Wreaths Across America

Ms. Alfaro has been working with a group of student to perform- Mexico the Musical! The
performance will take place for students on December 12- with each grade level attending at
different times throughout the day. We are working on the date for a parent performance.
Tentatively, the performance will be Thursday, Dec. 14 at 6:00 p.m. We will update you if that
changes.

Focus on Children & Families (FCF) is an early intervention and prevention program that offers a
wide range of services to students and their families (Pre-K–12th). The program began in 1993



providing quality social services to families through collaborations between the school district
and community agencies. FCF provides parents and students direct, personal, and professional
support in times of crisis-related situations to help ensure students succeed in school. At times,
students and parents may experience traumatic events that adversely affect the student and family
structure. Focus on Children & Families is designed to provide direct on-site case management,
social services, and individual/family therapy (where available).

NRMS is proud to introduce our very own FCF specialist, Kimberly Merriweather. Ms. Merriweather
can be reached at: kdmerriw@episd.org. She is on campus at Richardson on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and alternating Fridays.

There have been some incidents recently of students posting
inappropriate things on social media. Not only are student
experiencing consequences (in and out of school) from their
actions, but other students are being exposed to the content. It is
important to talk to your teens about their social media use.

mailto:kdmerriw@episd.org


Since 2011, EPISD has received funding from the Army’s Child,
Youth and School Services for the Army Youth Programs in Your
Neighborhood (AYPYN) program. Three high schools and four
middle schools with a high concentration of military family
members receive AYPYN funding to support after school
programs Monday through Friday. Both civilian and military

students can participate in AYPYN programs, however, funding is solely based on participation of
military family members. AYPYN provides funds, technical assistance, and training in support of
effective after-school programs.

Richardson MS is a participant in the AYPYN program. If your Jaguar participates in any of our after
school activities (to include tutoring), please use the QR code or link below to fill out the
registration form.
https://www.episd.org//cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=176

AYPYN .pdf

Download

https://www.episd.org//cms/module/selectsurvey/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=176
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/654808301781f4c77e2db6a1
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/654808301781f4c77e2db6a1


60.9 KB

NRMS offers many after school activities for students such as Jag
Pack, Raise Up the Bar, Minecraft Club, Anime Club, Crochet Club,
and many more. Students will need to listen to and watch for
announcements regarding dates/times. We also offer free after
school meals Monday- Friday from 3:00- 3:30 in the cafeteria.

After School Meals

Student Support

Craft Club

Jag Pack Jewelry Club Dungeons & Dragons

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/654808301781f4c77e2db6a1
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/654808301781f4c77e2db6a1


Raise Up the Bar

Anime Club

Crochet Club

Jaguar Parents/Guardians-
We are still continuing to get neighborhood complaints about our Jaguars as they are heading
home from school. Pictures of our Jaguars have even been posted on the Neighborhood app! We
will be monitoring farther down the sidewalk, but cannot escort all our Jaguars home. We are
asking for your support in talking to your students about appropriate behavior- not just while in
school, but after school as well.



Laptop Information:
If your student is leaving EPISD (El Paso Independent School District) please have them turn in
their laptop, charger and case.
The cost for lost, stolen or damaged charger is $58.00.
The cost for lost, stolen or damaged case is $9.00.

Laptop Payments:
If your student has a damaged laptop, you can make payments on campus with cash, check or
money order. You can also pay with a credit card online. If you have any questions regarding
payment, please contact Ms. Delila at 915-236-6677.

Helpful Laptop Hints:
Have your student shut down their laptop 3-4 times a week for about 15 minutes. The proper way
to do this is to go to the black apple in the upper left-hand corner and click on shut down then click
shut down again.

Parents take a couple minutes once a week and look at your student's laptop to make sure it is in
good working condition and there are no missing keys. If there is a problem with the laptop the
student can bring the laptop to the bookroom the next day.

Delila Sattizahn
Bookroom Clerk
Nolan Richardson Middle School
(915)236-6677



6th Grade Cross Country Intramurals will begin as soon as we return from the holiday break.
Students will be able to sign up with Ms. Ortega in room 114 on January 8 & 9, and practices will
begin January 10, 2024.

7th and 8th grade students have the opportunity to participate in UIL sports. In order to try
out/participate, students must have a current physical on file with the campus. In addition, parents
need to register on RankOne. This year, EPISD has flipped the soccer and basketball schedules due
to the availability of the middle school gyms. Most gyms will not be available in
February/March/April due to upcoming HVAC upgrades. We apologize in advance for any
inconvenience; however, this will allow for all schools to participate in both Basketball and Soccer
this year.

Current schedules are posted below, but are always subject to change by EPISD.

https://www.rankonesport.com/content/

https://www.rankonesport.com/content/


We will do our best to keep you informed of upcoming events for
NRMS. We communicate through monthly newsletters, weekly
"Week At A Glance" emails, social media, and the school call out
system. In addition, we have other avenues for finding school
information such as our school website, and a Schoology page for students/families.

NRMS Website: https://www.episd.org/domain/2042

NRMS Schoology Access Code: BD8T-R5VF-DJZGP
To access our page, go to schoology.episd.com and use the code above.

Parent Engagement and Support

Our Parental Engagement Leader, Deseree Perez is here to support all of our Jaguar families. We
also have a Military Family Liaison, Julie James. Please don't hesitate to reach out to them with
any questions, interests, or concerns.

Deseree Perez- dperez2@episd org

https://www.episd.org/domain/2042
http://schoology.episd.com/
mailto:dperez2@episd.org


Julie James- jljames@episd.org

Our counselors- Mrs. Wilcox, Mrs. Morgan, and Mrs. Guillen have put together their own newsletter
with lots of useful information. We have included a link below!

Counselor Corner Newsletter

mailto:jljames@episd.org
https://www.smore.com/qesbx-counselor-corner-newsletter


Counselor Corner Newsletter - December by yvette wilcox | This newsletter was created with
Smore, an online tool for creating beautiful newsletters for individual educators, schools and
districts

launch smore.com

The Ft. Bliss CYS program has after school transportation for Richardson students. We have
included some information as well as the registration form. Our new Military Liaison is Julie
James. You can contact her at (915) 236-6650, or jljames@episd.org

CYS Youth Program Registration Form.pdf

Download
267.7 KB

https://www.smore.com/qesbx-counselor-corner-newsletter
mailto:jljames@episd.org
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64ca98d1bc89744e9f6d8a43


Richardson MS is an International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme Campus. All NRMS
students participate in the IB program through common unit lessons throughout the school year
that focus on the different elements of being an IB learner. In addition, students will participate in
what is called the IB Design class in which lessons will be embedded within their
Reading/Language Arts Curriculum. The culminating activity for all NRMS students is their 8th
Grade Community Project. We will be scheduling information sessions for parents so that you can
have a better understanding of the IB program and the positive impact it has on all students! Our IB
Coordinator is Deena Roberts (dsrobert@episd.org), who will be reaching out to all Jaguar families
with information throughout the year!

What is IB.pdf

Download
2.1 MB

mailto:dsrobert@episd.org
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64a75359892d81a7992a6ea2




Richardson MS is now taking requests to have your child's name
displayed on the marquee on the day of his/her birthday. The cost is
$5.00. The request must be made at least 24 hours in advance, no
exceptions. If you need more information, please call the school at
236-6650.



NRMS also takes requests for birthday shout out messages on the morning announcements. If the
birthday falls on a weekend, the birthday shout out will be done on the Friday before. The cost is
$5. The request must be made at least 24 hours in advance, no exceptions. If you need more
information, please call the school at 236-6650.

You can download the form below:

Birthday Shout Outs.pdf

Download
42.4 KB

Use the QR code to join our NRMS PTO. Meetings are on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 5:30
p.m. in the NRMS Library.

http://app/attachments/download/618320fccc1cae64e7105b2d


2023-24 EPISD Calendar_Approved.pdf

Download

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64a74ad0e154e2848076a73d
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64a74ad0e154e2848076a73d


863.8 KB

Vaccination Records
Students must have their Meningococcal (MCV-4) and TDaP vaccines before the first day of the
2023/24 school year. Please bring updated immunization records to the school nurse. If you have
any questions, please do not hesitate to reach our to our nurse, Ms. Ramos (amramo1@episd.org).

MEALS
All students at Richardson MS receive FREE breakfast and lunch.
You do not need to do anything, all students are automatically
eligible. We do have a snackbar during the lunch shifts where
students may buy items with cash or their school bucks account.

NRMS Student Handbook
Here is a link to the NRMS Student Handbook. Please note that this handbook relates to policies
specific to Richardson MS, but all policies set forth by EPISD in both the EPISD Student Handbook
and Student Code of Conduct are followed at NRMS.

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64a74ad0e154e2848076a73d
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64a74ad0e154e2848076a73d
mailto:amramo1@episd.org


NRMS Student Handbook 2023.24.pdf

Download
1.6 MB

NRMS School Dress Code 2023.24.pdf

Download
132.4 KB

NRMS Lockers.Backpacks 23.24.pdf

Download
100.5 KB

EPISD Student and Parent Services

This page has links to very useful parent resources

2023-2024 Student Code of Conduct Eng.pdf

Download
657.8 KB

Athletics
LInk to Athletics Website:
https://www.episd.org/Domain/166

For the most updated athletic schedules, please use the EPISD Athletics website. You will also find
the link for Rank One, as well as any necessary forms.

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64ca5c0b1c81a462b5a4d663
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64a74c489106bc0c74be3bf3
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64a74c3f5d94805192de3616
https://www.episd.org/Page/760
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/64fcd9a7514a5b63f734b4c5
https://www.episd.org/Domain/166


We are working to increase our social media presence. We have Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
You can find us here:

Facebook: @NRMSJaguars
Twitter: @NrmsJaguars
Instagram: milesjaguars

NRMS Facebook NRMS Instagram NRMS Twitter

Christine Miles (Principal)- cmmiles@episd.org
Maria Centeno (Assist Principal 6th A-L & 8th Grade)-
mgcenten@episd.org
Teresa Covarrubias (Assist Principal 6th M-Z & 7th Grade)-
tmsoria@episd.org

Yvette Wilcox (Counselor 8th Grade) yhchavez@episd.org
Virginia Guillen (Counselor 6th Grade) vxguille@episd.org
Kelly Morgan (Counselor 7th Grade) kjgates@episd.org
Alma Guzman (Secretary)- adguzman@episd.org
Grace Nicholson (PEIMS)- gmnichol@episd.org
Natalia Ramirez (Registrar)- nxramire@episd.org
Alicia Villasenor (Attendance)- axvillas@episd.org
Alexandria Ramos (Nurse) amramo1@episd.org
Victor Lopez (Librarian)- vmlopez@episd.org
Angelina Pages (Diagnostician)- acpages@episd.org
Deseree Perez (Parent Engagement)- dperez2@episd.org
Julie James (Military Liaison)- jljames@episd.org
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mailto:jljames@episd.org


Email: cmmiles@episd.org
Website: episd.org/richardson
Location: 11350 Loma Franklin
Phone: (915) 236-6650
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/NRMSJaguars
Twitter: @NrmsJaguars

Christine Miles
Christine is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters
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